
CEO Excellence Awards
J.C. Kenefick Safety Award – Named in honor of Union Pacific’s past president 
and CEO who fostered a culture of safety, this award recognizes outstanding 
safety leadership.
Winner: John Varnell, Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Abraham Lincoln Service Excellence Award – Named in honor of Union 
Pacific’s founder and transcontinental railroad champion, this award recognizes 
an unwavering commitment to providing superior service.  
Winner: HDC Iron Pulse Initiative Team

Spirit of Union Pacific Awards – Named for commemorative locomotive No. 
1943 and the WWII B-17 funded by employee war bond contributions, this award 
honors a commitment to teamwork and inspiring others – embodying the 
collective “Spirit of Union Pacific.”  
Winner: Litigation Team 
Winner: Merger Deal Team

Shield of Excellence in Asset Utilization Award – This award recognizes 
outstanding asset management while upholding the high safety and service 
standards Union Pacific’s iconic shield represents.  
Winner: Uber Crew Optimization Team

E.H. Harriman Cost Leadership Award – Named for the railroad titan known 
for his efficiency and economic acumen, this award celebrates exemplary cost 
management and fiscal discipline.  
Winner: Labor Negotiation Strategy Team

Summit Award – This award celebrates exceptional accomplishments in  
driving growth, securing Union Pacific’s competitive edge in the marketplace. 
Winner: Plastics Growth Team

Steel Wheel Award – This award recognizes Union Pacific’s top-performing 
Mechanical team for delivering the best in Safety, Service & Operational Excellence.  
Winner: Los Angeles Basin Mechanical Team

Golden Spike Award – This award recognizes Union Pacific’s top-performing 
Engineering team for delivering the best in Safety, Service & Operational Excellence.  
Winner: Coffeyville Signal Maintenance Team

Building America Award – This award recognizes Union Pacific’s top-performing 
terminal for delivering the best in Safety, Service & Operational Excellence. 
Winner: Settegast Terminal Team


