LAKE MEAD
Sleeper - Stabled at Council Bluffs

The Lake Mead was built by the American Car Foundry in
1953 as the 16-section sleeper, “Alpine Meadow.” The car went
on to be both a coach car and a club car before it was sold to
Union Pacific in 2014. In 2024, it was repurposed into an
eight-bedroom sleeper.

Lake Mead, bordering both Nevada and Arizona, is
America’s largest man-made reservoir. Part of the Boulder
Canyon project constructed in the 1930s, the reservoir system
was designed to provide fresh water to some of the driest
locations in the American Southwest. Union Pacific provided
the spur line from nearby Las Vegas to the newly formed
townsite of Boulder City, Nevada, bringing materials, supplies
and people to the construction site at Boulder Dam. The
project was renamed Hoover Dam in 1947. Through the
construction of the Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad, Union
Pacific had significant ties to the development of the region
and even auctioned off the townsite in 1905 of what would be
become iconic Las Vegas.
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