
The Aņt of Loading a Rail Caņ

Knoų the Rules.

The Ameņi“an 
Asso“iation of Railņoads 
ǌbetteņ knoųn as the 
AARǍ, the goŲeņning 
bodŹ foņ ņailņoads, sets 
offi“ial guidelines foņ 
shipping bŹ ņail. Both the 
AAR and the ņailņoads it 
goŲeņns emploŹ 
pņofessionals ųho “an 
help Źou naŲigate these 
ņules.

Pņopeņly place and 
secuņe the load.

PņopeņlŹ pla“ing and 
se“uņing pņodu“ts is 
“ņiti“al to theiņ safe 
aņņiŲal. Weight must be 
eŲenlŹ distņibuted 
thņoughout the ņail “aņ, 
both side to side and 
fņont to ba“k, and items 
must be pņopeņlŹ se“uņed 
in pla“e oņ tied doųn.

Folloų the ņight load 
plan.

AAR loading diagņams 
pņoŲide guidelines foņ 
hoų to load spe“ifi“ 
tŹpes of fņeight. But 
beųaņe: folloųing the 
ųņong diagņam “an haŲe 
negatiŲe “onseŅuen“es, 
so ask an eŸpeņt to point 
Źou toųaņd the ņight 
diagņam foņ Źouņ fņeight. 

Use the ņight 
packing mateņials.

In the ņail industņŹ, 
pa“king mateņials aņe 
“alled Ǘdunnage.ǘ 
Dunnage fills the gaps 
and adds eŸtņa 
“ushioning to pņote“t 
pņodu“ts fņom shifting oņ 
bņeaking duņing the 
“ouņse of the tņip. TŹpes 
of dunnage in“lude aiņ 
bags, ņubbeņ mats and 
“aņdboaņd filleņs.  

Don't go it alone.
 
While undeņstanding the 
basi“ pņin“iples of 
loading ņail “aņs is 
essential, alųaŹs “onsult 
ųith the ņailņoad befoņe 
shipping anŹ pņodu“t to 
make suņe Źouņ pņodu“ts 
aņe pņopeņlŹ loaded and 
meet all AAR 
ņeŅuiņements.

HaŲe Ņuestions? 

Conta“t us at 
Tņa“kRe“oņd@up.“om


