
1918

Signing of the Standard 
Time Act marks the official 
adoption of the time zones 
established by the railroads 

35 years earlier. 

1875

Cleveland Abbe, the first 
director of the U.S. Weather 
Bureau, lobbies to develop 

time standardization.

1862
Abraham Lincoln signs the  

Pacific Railway Act, 
authorizing the building of 

the transcontinental railroad.

1809

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Take a look back at some of the key points in U.S. history related to the 

emergence of the railroad and time standardization.

1800s
U.S. cities keep their own 
time based on their own 

solar noon (over 300 local 
time zones!).

Early-mid

Amateur astronomer, 
William Lambert, presents a 

plan to Congress for 
establishing time meridians.

1869

Completion of the 
transcontinental railroad is 

marked by the driving of the 
golden spike at Promontory 

Summit, Utah.

1872
Charles Dowd submits a 

proposal for four U.S. time 
zones, the same plan that 

will be adopted by the 
railroads in 1883.

1883
To standardize their train 
schedules, railroads adopt 

the plan submitted by 
Charles Dowd back in 1872 
that includes four regional 
time zones across the U.S.

1914

1893

Stringent standards for 
pocket watches are put 

into place by most 
railroads to ensure time is 

accurately kept. 

Up until this point, wrist 
watches were worn mostly 

by women as jewelry pieces. 
They increased in popularity 

among the general 
population during WWI, 

being seen as more practical 
and easily accessible than 

pocket watches on 
the battlefield.

TODAY
The U.S. Department of 

Transportation oversees the 
nation's four time zones and 
the uniform observance of 

Daylight Saving Time.


